
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during June/July: 

Songleader: Larry (30); Dwight (7/7), 
Stanley (14), Larry (21), Dwight (28) 

Reading: Stanley; Mike M (July) 
Announcements: Larry; Stanley (July) 
Table: Marty, Stanley, Larry; Larry, 

Marty, Mike M (July) 
Wednesday Lesson: Kris (7/3), Larry (10), 

Stanley (17), Kris (24), Larry (31) 
 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Larry 
(30), Kris (7/7), Marty (14), Stanley 
(21), Larry (28) 

Area Meetings: Eastside (Red Bay), 
7/7-12, Kenny Moorer; Gooch Lane, 
7/14-17, Jacob Hudgins; Russellville 
Church, 7/14-1, Lowell Sallee; Truth 
Lectures (Athens Bible School), 
7/15-18 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“…Therefore when Jesus 
had received the sour 
wine, He said, ‘It is 
finished!’ And He bowed 
His head and gave up 
His spirit,” 
 
—John 19:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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The Softer Side 
of Drug Dealing 

 
by Hal Hammons 

 
Pablo Escobar was a 

philanthropist. He built schools, 
recreation facilities, and provided 
gainful employment for hundreds. 
Once, when a town near his home of 
Medellin was completely leveled by 
natural disaster, he paid for the 
construction of hundreds of private 
homes out of his own pocket. He was 
loved and admired by virtually 
everyone who knew him. 

He was also the biggest drug 
dealer in the nation of Colombia 
(which is no small boast) and 
considered the richest criminal in the 
world. He and his organization 
literally financed a war against his 
own government, and very nearly 
won. When the government tried to 
extradite him to the U. S., he got 

himself elected to the national 
legislature to attain immunity, and 
then bought enough other 
government officials to change the 
constitution and prohibit extradition. 

When Colombian authorities 
finally killed Escobar, the hue and cry 
from the common folk of Medellin 
was deafening. No longer would they 
have a patron, a benefactor, and a 
protector against the wealthy class. 
They thronged his funeral to the point 
of breaking down barricades. They did 
not see him as an enemy or a 
corrupter of the masses. They saw 
him as the one who helped the 
Colombian national soccer team 
become the best in the western 
hemisphere. In a weird sort of way, 
Escobar was the biggest barrier to 



crime in his part of the world. 
Don’t get me wrong; I am 

absolutely opposed to anything 
having to do with the narcotics trade. 
It’s a plague on our culture and on 
theirs. But the people who profited 
from Escobar’s empire were quick to 
excuse their part in bringing illegal 
drugs to our shores. 

...That’s not my problem. What 
do I care if others’ lives are 
destroyed? It’s my life I’m worried 
about. If other people made bad 
decisions, I can’t be held accountable. 
If it hadn’t been us giving them the 
opportunity, they would have found it 
somewhere else. 

...It’s better than the alternative. 
Maybe trusting a drug kingpin to run 
things isn’t an ideal circumstance. But 
the structure he provided kept the 
kids out of trouble, and kept crime off 
the streets. 

...But look at the good he’s done. 
Nobody would suggest dealing drugs 
is the most upright, moral way of 
earning a peso. But consider what he 
did with them. Stimulating the local 
economy, educating and entertaining 
the kids, providing hope for 
impoverished people—a fellow who 
does all that can’t be all bad, can he? 

We cringe in horror at the idea of 
justifying Escobar’s crimes this way. 
But then again, aren’t these the same 
excuses we make when we want to 
ignore the parts of God’s word that 
don’t quite suit our fancy? 

...You think my outfits are too 
revealing? That’s not my problem. 
I’m just wearing what’s fashionable. 
And if the average bystander can’t 

keep his mind out of the gutter when 
I pass by, well, he probably would 
have thought that way anyway. 

...We don’t have authority for 
putting the church in the 
entertainment business? It’s better 
than the alternative. If our kids 
weren’t playing pool at the fellowship 
hall, they’d be doing it at the local bar 
(or doing something worse). 

...You don’t like the way our 
preacher avoids sticky issues? But 
look at the good he’s done. By staying 
away from controversy, we ruffle 
fewer feathers. That means reaching 
more people with the gospel, bigger 
crowds, and bigger contributions. 

Some people are more interested 
in doing what they want to do than 
doing what the Lord wants them to 
do. Our responsibility for our actions 
does not end when we rationalize 
them in our own minds. Being 
conformed to Jesus’ image, Rom 8:29, 
requires more than that. And if it 
means dressing in such a way as to 
not inspire lustful thoughts, Mt 5:27–
29, we should be willing to do that. 
And we should want to accomplish all 
of God’s will in our lives instead of 
picking and choosing. And we should 
be satisfied with the things 
“pertaining to life and godliness,” 2 
Pet 1:3, authorized by His word 
instead of inventing new needs of our 
own and then using them to justify 
our actions. 

Anyone can look like a hero if we 
work hard at rationalizations. But only 
one who truly submits to Jesus Christ 
can look like a Christian. 

“It is finished” 

 
by Jon Quinn 

 
As Jesus was dying on the cross 

and it was nearing the end, He cried 
out, “It is finished!” Jn 19:30. 
Certainly, this was not the cry of 
defeat and despair—but rather it was 
a cry of victory. Jesus was concluding 
His mission… the most difficult part of 
all. The price for redemption was 
almost paid, and it was when He 
exhaled for the final time. 

Several things were finished, or 
accomplished, at His death: 

His life of service and suffering 
was over - finished! There was no way 
we could redeem ourselves from sin. 
He suffered much in our behalf, not 
because we deserved it or even 
because we begged for it… but 
because He loves us. He had come 
into the world for this purpose. 

His life of example was over - it 
too was finished. There are many 
things for us to learn from Jesus about 

how to live and how to die and He 
invites us to learn of Him, Mt 11:29. 
We see in His complete devotion to 
the Father what ours should be. We 
see unselfish good will to others and 
a view of sin as an enemy that must 
be conquered. 

We see the prophecies 
concerning the Messiah fulfilled, or 
finished, in Him. His life fulfilled them 
all from the place and circumstance of 
His birth to His death on the cross. But 
the prophecies had also said He 
would live again… and that, too, 
would be fulfilled on the third day 
following His death. 

Finally, redemption’s work was 
finished, 1 Pet 1:18,19. God’s mercy 
and grace has taken care of the 
impossible part. Now it is up to us to 
receive Him. Wise men still seek Him! 

—via http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-it-
is-finished.htm 

 Remember in Prayer   
 

Mike B hasn’t heard more about the 
heart valve trial; but his liver is doing well 
enough that efforts will now focus on 
other areas! Amen! Hazel continues to do 
better, she is at Goldton in Athens, Rm 
“111 Market St W.” Carolyn broke her 
foot, and is to have relatively extensive 
surgery on Tuesday. Alice hurt her foot 

also, and must wear a walking cast for the 
next three weeks. Many of us are 
suffering from some form of allergy, 
bronchitis, or other breathing issue… 

Please continue to pray for those 
other brethren we know and love, 
including Betty; Kathy Mitchell; and the 
Pollard Family. 


